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My dear Lederberg, 

Yesterday I received the copy of your MS  for J. Bacterlol. 
P rotoplaats and L-Type Growth of Eacherlchia coli mailed on 
7 December. On the previous day cam8 your letter of 23 December. 

I fully sympathlse with your position and in many ways 
wish I had in the firet place sent In a personal note to 
Nature. However, during the past year so many people expressed 
general agreement with my position and urged a combined effort 
that I succumba& and now have to reap what I Bowed. A  dozen 
people have now approved the nbte and are expectin to sign 
it 80 that I am afraid it m ight cau88 hard feelings were I to 
subm it it under or rather over my name alone. Not for a moment 
did I expect you to rewrite your paper - indeed it is one of 
the fullest accounts of confirmatory evidence that Gram -negative 
protoplasta do have wall material in their make-up. (were my 
remarks on other possible lesions e.g. ethanolam ine, feasible ?> 

I shall be aseing Salton in a couple of days and will then 
finally decide what to do and will let you know forthwiib . 

I am moat graLefu1 for the interest'you have taksn In 
this matter and feel that fundamentally we hold the same poa$tion 
- that the important thing is to get a greater understanding 
of the facts. Since abuse of words can eometimes hinderthis 
I thought it worthwhile to interfere - I doubt whether I would 
again. . 

,a. All gdod wishes, 

Professor J. Lederberg, 
Genetics Building, 
University of W isconsin, 
MADISON, 
W isconsin, 
u. s. A . 

Kenneth McQulllen 


